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Welcome and Introductions 

• Phil Wirdzek welcomed everyone, and chapter officers briefly introduced themselves. 

Name Chapter 

Quentin Gilly New England 

Pete Caudle North Carolina Triangle 

Ginger Scoggins North Carolina Triangle 

Star Scott Georgia 

Todd Mowinksi Georgia 

Punit Jain St. Louis 

Amy Gloka St. Louis 

Justin Nagy St. Louis 

Jake Franklin St. Louis 

Jim Baldwin Heart of America 

Marcus Schaufele Windy City 

Scott Kreitlein Arizona 

Kevin Brettmann Arizona/Colorado 

Burcin Moehring Emerald City 

Alison Farmer Northern California 

David Bendet Northern California 

Dan Doyle I2SL Chief Financial Officers 

Michaela Magnuson ERG 

Kathleen Brady ERG 

 

Laboratory Benchmarking Tool  

• Alison Farmer encouraged chapter officers to reach out to local laboratory facilities and ask 

them to input their data into the Laboratory Benchmarking Tool (LBT). I2SL sent chapter officers 

a flier that chapters can use to promote the LBT at their events. Another new module is coming 

out this year regarding which operational practices and policies are working for labs, based on 

the Cambridge Compact’s model of operational practices recently discussed on the January I2SL 

High-Tech Talk. I2SL will be releasing a LBT Operational Practices survey to gather some data to 

pre-populate the module, so be on the look-out for that. If you have questions about 

benchmarking facilities or the LBT, email lbt@i2sl.org. 

Labs21 Tool Kit Updates 

• Dan Doyle discussed I2SL’s progress to update the Labs21 Tool Kit posted on I2SL’s Resources 

page. Dan led a meeting at the 2019 Annual Conference to recruit volunteers, and the group 

now has both volunteer authors and reviewers for all but two of the original documents on the 

list. Volunteers have also stepped up to add three new documents to the Tool Kit. The goal is to 

have all updates on the website before the 2020 Conference. 
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2020 Annual Conference  

• Phil gave a brief update about the 2020 I2SL Annual Conference scheduled for Chicago, October 

4 through 7. The Windy City Planning Committee is still looking into a possible an extra day like 

last year’s in Boulder, Colorado. The Call for Presenters launched January 23, so submit your 

abstracts if you would like the chance to present at the conference. Phil sent chapter officers 

several promotional images chapters can use to promote the 2020 conference. 

Go Beyond Awards Revamp 

• I2SL is trying to update the Go Beyond Awards program by the 2021 conference. I2SL HQ would 

like to incorporate new ideas from chapters about what could be added or reshaped. Phil would 

like three or four chapter officers to volunteer to work with HQ to help revamp the Go Beyond 

Awards program, starting with the document officers were sent prior to the call. Phil said that 

chapters could consider offering a local Go Beyond competition, then local winners be 

submitted as part of a national competition. This would mean local competitions would have to 

be held earlier, since national applications open in spring. Please contact Phil if you are 

interested in helping with the revamp efforts. 

Chapter Administration 

• A new chapter reimbursement request form is now available to officers. Please complete the 

form and send it to alw4311@gmail.com and info@i2sl.org if you require a reimbursement from 

I2SL HQ. The form will help HQ keep all the necessary information in one place and expedite the 

process for everyone.  

• I2SL HQ recently sent out a quarterly chapter finance report to chapter treasurers; if your 

chapter did not receive a report, please reach out to Ann Wirdzek.  

• As a reminder, please do not use PayPal, since it only lets HQ connect one bank account. 

Eventbrite and Square are good alternatives; Ann Wirdzek can assist chapters in setting up an 

account with either of those payment sources. 

Chapter Updates 

• A representative from each chapter present on the call discussed their chapter’s recent 

successes and challenges. 

• New England Chapter 

o Quentin Gilly reported that the chapter’s current priority is to complete an end-of-year 

report. He also noted a Cambridge Sustainable Labs group has recently launched in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, and the chapter is looking for opportunities to work with 

this group in the upcoming year. In 2020, they’d like to revisit the Lab Resiliency Design 

Competition. 

• North Carolina Triangle Chapter 

o The North Carolina Chapter is sponsoring a conference recap event in February with six 

local presenters, followed by lunch. The chapter is also trying to host a tour of a Duke 

University facility in May or April. Several board members are involved with the facility, 

which has helped in the planning process. The chapter recently changed board 

members, since the founding members have completed their terms.  
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• Georgia Chapter 

o Star Scott shared that the Georgia Chapter recently produced a chapter newsletter, 

which can be accessed on the chapter’s website. Star estimated it took the chapter 

about 11 hours to create collectively. The chapter hopes to send out a newsletter twice 

annually to update members about past and future events.  

o Todd Mowinski gave some details about the chapter’s social event at a local brewery in 

January. The social was an easy event to put together and allows people to connect and 

network in an easygoing environment. The Georgia Chapter will also host a tour of the 

Kendeda Building at Georgia Tech University, which will become the first major Living 

Building Challenge 3.0 certified education and research facility in the Southeast.  

• St. Louis Chapter  

o Punit Jain, the President of the newly formed St. Louis Chapter, said the chapter has 

been busy writing their bylaws, looking for sponsorships, and planning a first event.  

• Heart of America Chapter 

o Jim Baldwin noted the chapter’s first quarterly event is happening in March. The 

Chapter is collaborating with 3Flow to hold a symposium targeting end users. They are 

hoping for 80 to 90 people to attend. The chapter is hosting a social at a chicken and 

pickle restaurant for its second quarter event. They are also planning a tour of Johnson 

County, Missouri, morgue labs for later in the year.  

o The chapter is also looking at doing a newsletter to let people know what’s going on 

with the chapter. Phil suggested asking vendors to sponsor issues of the newsletter. The 

newsletter will include recaps of past events and promote future events. 

• Windy City Chapter  

o Marcus Schaufele reported that the chapter is excited to host the 2020 I2SL Annual 

Conference. He mentioned that Chicago has several new science buildings, and the 

chapter is trying to coordinate tours for the conference. The chapter will have a lighter 

program schedule this year, since the conference will keep them busy. Phil Wirdzek and 

Erin Pittorino of ERG will be in Chicago in early March to meet with the chapter and 

possible sponsors. 

• Colorado Chapter  

o Kevin Brettmann spoke on behalf of the Colorado chapter and reported they had an 

event at a National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) research support facility. The 

event was a success, reaching its capacity of 80 participants. The chapter also plans to 

host an Education Day in the third quarter. 

• Arizona Chapter 

o  Scott Kreitlein just took over as president, but the chapter still has to fill several other 

officer positions, since previous officers have departed. The chapter held their first 

meeting of the year in January and hopes to fill positions soon. The chapter has recently 

had a conversation with contacts at Arizona State University, and they seem interested 

in supporting tours and other chapter activities.  

• Emerald City Chapter  

o Burcin Moehring noted the chapter has an event coming up in February, with two 

panelists discussing energy efficiency and flexibility. The chapter may also do a joint 
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event with the Bellevue College sustainable labs conference. Allan Montpellier, a 

founding member, is stepping down as an officer.  

• Northern California Chapter 

o Alison Farmer said the chapter had a conference recap event, which had about 70 

attendees. NorCal has had very successful sponsorship drive to start out 2020. The first 

event is a tour of facility in early February, and the chapter is considering a joint event 

with Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) and ASHRAE, as well as bringing 

3Flow training to the NorCal area.  


