
Chapter Officers Meeting Notes 

July 22, 2021 

 

Attendance 

Arizona: Scott Kreitlein 

Colorado: Jeff Reifschneider 

Georgia: Todd Mowinski, Kelly Weisinger 

Great Lakes: Markus Schaufele 

National Capital: Dave Tash 

New England: Ken Crooks, Quentin Gilly 

Northern California: David Bendet 

Pacific Northwest: Tim Allen 

San Diego: Dennis Shea 

St. Louis: Erin Riley, Rowena Amelung, Chad Coker 

I2SL Board of Directors: Alison Farmer, Dan Doyle 

I2SL HQ: Phil Wirdzek, Kathleen Brady, Michaela Magnuson 

 

2021 Annual Conference Updates 

• I2SL is recruiting vendors and sponsors for the event. I2SL HQ is requesting that chapters reach 

out their current chapter sponsors about sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities at the 

national conference.  

• I2SL HQ is also asking chapters to encourage their local networks to register for the conference. 

Early bird registration rates end August 16, and I2SL members receive an additional $100 

discount.  

• We are also soliciting moderators for technical sessions. Please review the online agenda and 

email Michaela Magnuson or mailto:info@i2sl.org with your top three session preferences by 

August 4. We also give priority to organizations who sponsor technical sessions, and they have 

the opportunity to moderate the session they sponsor.  

• To gauge how many chapter officers plan on attending the conference, I2SL HQ polled call 

attendees: six officers said they plan on attending, but still need to register; six officers said yes 

they are attending and have already registered; three officers said they are still waiting on 

approval to travel; and two officers said no, they are not planning on attending. 

• We are still planning on having an in-person chapter officers meeting on the evening of 

September, Sunday 26, and we hope as many chapter officers as possible can attend the 

conference in-person.  

 

HQ Updates 

• When sending promotional emails or e-newsletters, please include info@i2sl.org and 

phil.wirdzek@i2sl.org on your mailing lists. 

• The most recent I2SL W-9 form is now available on the Chapter Resources page. Anyone who 

sponsors I2SL and its chapters without receiving something of value in return can receive a tax 

deduction, since I2SL a 501©3 nonprofit organization. 

• I2SL HQ encourages chapters to solicit sponsorships for any events they plan. Sponsorships help 

boost chapter activities and contributes to I2SL HQ’s operations.  

https://www.i2sl.org/conference/2021/sponsors.html
https://www.i2sl.org/conference/2021/exhibitors.html
https://www.i2sl.org/conference/2021/registration.html
mailto:michaela.magnuson@erg.com
mailto:info@i2sl.org
mailto:info@i2sl.org
mailto:phil.wirdzek@i2sl.org
https://www.i2sl.org/globalcommunity/chapters/chapterresources.html#w9


o Some chapters only solicit annual sponsorships, but some also find sponsors for 

individual events. For events, some chapters offer sponsors a speaking opportunity. 

o For example, the Colorado Chapter has annual chapter sponsors, but also asks for event 

sponsorships. The chapter may have only one event sponsor for smaller quarterly 

events, but for larger events may receive sponsorships from multiple organizations.  

• Alison Farmer noted that the working group supporting the Laboratory Benchmarking Tool (LBT) 

is now trying to internationalize the tool. The goal is to boost the data in the tool and give the 

opportunity to compare building data from around the world using international units. If any 

chapter officers have organizations with international offices that may be interested in 

sponsoring the LBT, please contact Alison.  

Workshop Modules for Chapters 

• Dan Doyle spoke about available course material for chapters to use. Dan and Punit Jain offer a 

full-day course at the Annual Conference for sustainable lab planning and design. Only a limited 

number of people can take the course at the Conference, so the course developers and I2SL HQ 

are considering making the content available for chapters to utilize. Punit and Dan are willing to 

present the full-day course for a chapter event, or someone from the chapter could use the 

materials and give their own presentation. Chapters could also choose just one or two of the 

course’s sections to present.  

o David Bendet said he would be open to having the materials available. He said he’d 

prefer to have the original authors present on the materials, but the chapter can’t 

commit to a half-day or full-day event. It would be helpful if the course organizers could 

draft an agenda that has one to two hours of materials, which Dan agreed to work on. 

Chapter Updates 

• National Capital: The chapter is trying to restart now that restrictions have eased and currently 

has a three-part event about virtual reality coming up. The chapter also started soliciting 

sponsorships again and has already had some organizations commit. To help promote 

sponsorship opportunities, the chapter added a line item for sponsorship on the registration 

form for their upcoming event. The chapter has also brought on a new officer, who they hope to 

bring to the conference in Atlanta. 

• Arizona: The chapter is currently planning events for later in the year. Originally, they had 

scheduled a tour of an Arizona State University facility, but had to postpone it since the building 

wasn’t finalized. 

• Great Lakes: The chapter held a successful virtual event earlier this summer where they 

presented tours of three labs around the area.  

• San Diego: The chapter has a golf tournament coming up in September and will also be hosting 

a happy hour in August. They are trying to plan a local trade show for October, which would be 

the first time the chapter has tried to plan this type of event.  

• Pacific Northwest: In July, the chapter held a virtual panel discussion in partnership with the 

Washington University School of Medicine about the adaptability and flexibility of laboratory 

design with nearly 30 attendees. The chapter is planning their next event, which will be in-

person. The chapter is also discussing how to grow chapter membership and sponsorship by 

tapping into professions that aren’t currently well-represented within the chapter. 

mailto:afarmer@kw-engineering.com


• St. Louis: The chapter offered a webinar in June that had around 25 attendees. The chapter is 

also planning a joint event with USGBC and ASHRAE in August and coordinating with the Heart 

of America chapter to plan an education day next spring.  

• Georgia: The chapter just held its first hybrid in-person/virtual event at the University of Georgia 

about its new interdisciplinary building. The chapter is busy providing support for the national 

conference and soliciting sponsorships for the event.  

• New England: The chapter offered a virtual event with an I2SL Teachable course this month and 

is planning in-person events for later in the year. Other chapters are welcome to purchase 

Teachable courses for their virtual or in-person events.  

• Colorado: The chapter hosted a social golfing event and is using the money from the cost of 

admission to fund scholarships to the national conference and academic sponsorships for 

people interested in working in sustainable lab design. The event had 48 attendees; 17 were 

already I2SL members. The chapter charged for event attendance, which was the first time they 

had tried having an event fee. The chapter is starting to plan its annual Education Day for early 

November.  

• Northern California: The chapter is currently planning some upcoming events. The chapter is 

also planning its first in-person event since the pandemic, during which they plan to recap the 

Annual Conference. They are also hosting a virtual emerging professionals event in early 

September. The chapter made a donation to a local organization that helps promote STEM 

among K-5 girls in underserved areas of the community. The chapter’s communications 

committee is scheduling a meeting with ERG to discuss social media options and the possibility 

of using Instagram as a platform to promote the chapter. 

https://i2sl.teachable.com/courses

