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ñLabs embody the spirit, 
culture, and economy of our 
ageéwhat the cathedral was 
to the 14th century and the 
office building was to the 
20th century, the laboratory 
is to the 21st century.ò 
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Laboratory Inventory  

¸ Labs21 commissioned an inventory to determine an order of 
magnitude of the number of laboratories and data centers in the 
United States  

 

¸ Laboratories were categorized into one of the following groups 
based on ownership:  

o Government  

o Private  

o Academic  

 

¸ Additional sub -categories of laboratory type were recorded 
whenever possible, including:  

o Data Center  

o Pharmaceutical  

o Semiconductor  

 

 
 

o Medical  

o Industrial/Commercial  

o Research/Other  
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What We Found  

Laboratory Category  
Number of Unique 

Laboratories Identified 
in Inventory  

Government  9,548  

     Federal  9,092  

     State  0 

     Municipal  456  

Private  8,736  

     Medical  4,702  

     Data Center  1,196  

     Research/Other/Multi -Use 1,166  

     Commercial/Industrial  817  

     Semiconductor  616  

     Pharmaceutical  239  

Academic  519  

Overall Total  18,803  
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Note Regarding Academic Laboratories  

¸ Due to research limitations, academic laboratories are not 
proportionally represented in the inventory compared to 
government and private -sector laboratories.  

 

¸ If it is assumed that all colleges and universities in the United 
States have one laboratory, the total number of academic 
laboratories would be approximately 4,500, and the inventory 
total would rise to 22,800.*  

* Based on information from the Institute of Education Sciences, National 
Center for Education Statistics, which calculated 4,495 degree -granting 
institutions in 2009 -10. 
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d10/tables/dt10_275.asp  
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Top Five Areas With the Greatest Density of 
Government Laboratories  

Number of 
Inventoried 

Labs  
Agency  City  State  ZIP  

526  Navy  Ridgecrest  CA 93555  

399  Army  Las Cruces  NM 88002  

372  Army  
Aberdeen 
Proving 
Ground  

MD 21005  

365  Navy  Indian Head  MD 20640  

235  Air Force  Edwards  CA 93524  

6 



Top Five Areas With the Greatest Density of 
Private Laboratories  

Number of 
Inventoried 

Labs  

Primary  Lab 
Type(s)  

City  State  ZIP  

34  
Semiconductor,  
Data Center  

Santa Clara  CA 95054  

24  
Medical, 
Pharmaceutical,  
Data Center  

San Diego  CA 92121  

21  Semiconductor  Sunnyvale  CA 94085  

21  Research  San Diego  CA 92101  

20  
Semiconductor, 
Industrial/ 
Commercial  

San Jose  CA 95131  

Note: Several ZIP codes in Puerto Rico also had a similarly high density 
of medical laboratories.  
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Maps Index  

A. U.S. maps showing locations and concentrations of all laboratories 
throughout the country  

o By ZIP code ï dots  

o By ZIP code ï shading  

o By state  

 

B. U.S. maps showing groupings of laboratories  by ownership  

o Government  

o Private  

o Academic  

 

C. U.S. maps showing distinction of data centers and other labs  

o Data centers  

o Research and other non data center facilities  
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Maps Index (continued)  

D. U.S. maps overlaying different types of laboratories  

o Pharmaceutical  

o Semiconductor  

o Commercial/Industrial  

o Other/Research  

o Medical  
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All Inventoried Laboratories  by ZIP Code  
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(Dots)  



All Inventoried Laboratories  by ZIP Code  

11  

(Shading)  



Density  of All Inventoried Laboratories  by State  
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Government Laboratories: All Types  
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Private Sector Laboratories: All Types  
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